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On 23 rd  January, Osama Abd El Mesiah  (top left), a recent graduate of AST was ordained deacon to serve 

in the n ewly built St. Markôs Anglican Church in Menouf under Rev. Hany Shenouda. Osama was licensed as 

a lay minister and moved to Menouf in 2008. On 9 th  March, Peter James, a fourth year Sudanese student, 

was ordained in a Baptist Church in Cairo. On 16 th  March,  Osama Fathy , a recent graduate of AST and Dr. 

Emil Nabil , staff, student and faculty member of AST (bottom left), were ordained  as deacon s to serve at 

All Saintsô under Dean Samy Fawzy and St. Markôs Pro-Cathedral under Rev. Emad Azmi in Alexandria 

respec tively. On 20 th  March, Ehab Ayoub , who hopes to graduate in June,  was ordained (top right) to 

serve under Rev. Hany Shenouda as deacon at St. Savioursô in Suez. Hany Samir , a second year student, 

was licensed to serve as a lay minister (bottom right).  It w as a wonderful that Bishop Peter Tasker, 

Assistant to Archbishop Peter Jensen for International Relations could be present for the ordinations in 

Alexandria and Suez. AST is very thankful to the Diocese of Sydney for their ongoing practical and 

prayerful s upport.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On, Dec 5 2009, AST hosted two very 

special guests to speak to first year 

students . Bishop Mouneer teaches a class 

to first year students called ñThe Church 

and the Contemporary World.ò The 

purpose of this course is to acquaint 

students with their context here in the 

Middle East and to expose them firsthand 

to those from different backgrounds.  The 

first guest speaker was Archbishop 

Michael Louis Fitzgerald, the Papal 

Nuncio  to Egypt . Sir Michael has been 

the Vatican A mbassador to Egypt since 

2006 and spoke to us about  the Catholic 

Catechism. The second guest speaker ,  

Sheikh Ali Gomaa, the Grand Mufti of 

Egypt , came and presented to the 

students the efforts for interfaith dialogue between Muslims and Christians. One fir st year student said about 

the evening, ñIt was a very educational evening with the opportunity to ask questions we have always wanted 

to ask. I personally am glad to know that such an important figure as the Grand Mufti is making efforts for 

dialogue.ò 

 

It was a pleasure to welcome Dr. Paul 

Barnett, a retired Bishop in the Diocese of 

Sydney , to teach the second intensive 

course of the MA Program  from 25 th  

February until 3 rd  March. Dr. Barnett , for the 

last s even years, has been half time on the 

Moore College faculty. He has been a life -

time scholar of the historical context of the 

NT. He was on the Moore faculty 1963 -73 

and visiting Fellow at Macquarie University 

since 1987, Fellow of the Ancient History 

Docu mentary Research Centre of that 

university since 2002 and Research 

Professor, Regent College Vancouver since 

1987.  He has published numerous books and 

monographs in his area of expertise.  
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Dr. Bar nett also gave two public lectures in Alexandria and Cairo  on the Book of Revelation entitled 

ñReading the Book of Revelation Rightlyò and ñThe Theology of Revelationò.  

The next intensive course will be on ñThe God Who Speaks: the Doctrine of Revelation in a Changing 

World ò from 26th -31 st  July will be taught by Rev. Dr. Mark Thompson, Head of Department of Philosophy 

and Ethics at Moore Theological College, Sydney. If you would like more information on the MA courses, 

please email  Rev. Tim Duke , MA Adminis trator,  tim_duke@me.com   
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            Praise & Prayer 
¶ Give thanks and pray for the graduating class as well as for the new intake this Fall. We hope to attract 

quality students  from the south of the country .  

¶ Give thanks for the faculty members. Pray f or  more Arabic speaking teachers.  

¶ Give thanks for the BTh and MA Programs. Pray for the successful launch of the Summer Institute.  

¶ Give thanks for the individuals, churches,  diocese and organizations that support AST. Pray for more 

serious partners around the world.  

¶ Pray for progress on accreditation . 

¶ Pray for the studentsô ministries, especially during the summer. 

.  

 

This summer AST is hosting its first Summer 

Institute  (SI) in Christian - Muslim Studies  

from July 25 -  August 13, 20 10 . SI  blends 

academic excellence and practical experience 

while utilizing the unique resources for 

understanding that are only available in a Middle 

Eastern context. AS T i s committed to setting a 

very high standard in authentic interaction with 

Islam, and  invites all those interested in this 

important topic to consider attending one or all 

of the sessions this summer. SI  is ideal for those 

who are considering further study in Christian -

Muslim relations, or those who need practical 

training for ministry.  

July 25 -  July 30:        

ü Introduction to Islamic Doctrine, 

Literature, and History  

August 1 -  August 6:  

ü Christian theology in Dialogue with 

Islam  

August 8 -  August 13:  

ü Perspectives on Ministry.  

For more information, please contact the 

Summer Institute Coordinator, Rev. Matthew 

Anderson at manderson.ast@gmail.com .  
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